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ARY Wright scored one of her RUMANIAN OPEN by JOHNNY LEACH
greatest triumphs mGoH;g SANS PEUR AT
Romanian Champlonshive oom: MARY TRIUMPHS OVER ADVERSITY !l . SANs rReprocae

undefeated, she overcame illness to
win the ladies singles crown. She
then combined with Denis Neale
to win the mixed doubles.

Thanks largely to Mary’s efforts,
England finished fourth in the
Women’s Team event. Our men
fought hard, but finished eighth.

Women’s Team Event

England 3, Yugoslavia 2

Mary Wright was a tower of
strength. She won both her singles
—defeating Pirc and Ressler in
straight sets—and then paired up
with Judy Heaps to win the
doubles.

Judy, playing in her first big
international series was, not un-
naturally, nervous. She lost both
her singles in straight games,
though leading Ressler 20-16 in the
first game and holding her more
experienced opponent at 18-18 in
the second. Judy played well in
the doubles.

England 3, North Korea 0

Though the opposition was weak,
Judy looked most impressive
against penhold style play and
comfortably defeated Kim Pan Za,
North Korea’s No. 1, by 14, 17.
Mary Wright had no difficulty in
beating Kan Sun Za by 8, 12.

Somewhat surprisingly our pair
were extended in the doubles, but
won 23-21, 19-21, 21-10.

England 2, East Germany 3

Mary defeated both Hovestadt
and Geissler in straight sets, but
with Judy as her partner was unable
to clinch the doubles which East
Germany won 27-25, 21-18.

Judy played well in the singles,
coming very <¢lose to winning
against Hovestadt who beat her
21-11, 19-21, 24-22. The score was
2-2 when Judy met Geissler. Un-
fortunately she was unable to make
any impression on her experienced
and consistent opponent, losing
12, 14,

England 2, West Germany 3

(play-off for 3rd/4th position)

Though Mary was at her brilliant
best, beating both Buchholz and
Simon in straight sets, Judy was
unable to extend either of the West
German girls and our pair again
lost the vital doubles to 15 and 18.
England finished fourth.

Men’s Team Event

England 5, Rumania (B) 1

This was a good win, and both
Mike Johns and Alan Hydes
played impressively in their first
senior international match abroad.
Particularly meritorious was Alan’s
victory of Bodea, the man who
defeated Denis Neale for Rumania’s
sole success.

England 4, Czechoslovakia 5

What a thriller ! It fell to Mike
to represent us in the ninth and
deciding singles against Chmelik.
Mike trailed 6-10, 9-14 and 16-19
in the third, yet levelled the score
at 19-all. In an electric atmos-
phere he just could not clinch
those vital two points, so the
Czechs gained the narrowest of
victories.

Denis beat both Flaisinger and
Stepanek, and just failed to make
a clean sweep by losing to Chmelik
after leading him 18-15 in the
third.

Full marks to Alan for his bril-
liant victory over Stepanek and to
Mike for his straight set win over
Flaisinger.

England 4, Russia 5
(play-off for 5th/8th position)
Another tough fight and another

narrow defeat. This time Denis did
make a clean sweep of it by beat-
ing in turn Eglitis (2-0) Zlenko
(2-0) and Gomoskov (20-22, 21-13,
21-8).

Alan started slowly, but finished
magnificently. He lost 2-0 to
Zlenko, and also to Gomoskov,
though he led the latter 20-17 in
the second. Then came a brilliant
display by the young Englishman
to beat Eglitis 2-1 and level the
match score 4-4,

Once again Mike had the fate
of the match in his hands, and he
fought tremendously hard, but as
much against his own lack of top
form as against Zlenko. Though
Mike led the Russian 20-18 in the
second, he went down to defeat in
straight games.

England 2, Sweden 5

(play-off for 7th/8th position)

You can’t blame our lads for

losing when they fight as hard as

this, but Mike and Alan were un-
able to produce their best form.
We had our chances. In the
opening game Alan led Andersson
19-14, yet lost. Then Denis, who
beat both Andersson and Bengt-
sson to record England’s two suc-
cesses, came very close to beating

Alser, ultimately losing 21-19,
18-21, 18-21. England finished
eighth.

Women’s Singles

On the final day of the Cham-
pionships, when she had the singles
from the quarter-final stage and the
entire mixed doubles to play, Mary
reported sick with a high tempera-
ture. She was given an influenza
injection and tablets, and decided
to tackle her task as best she could.
Her best was pretty marvellous !

Mary looked so ill when playing
the singles quarter-final against
Hovestadt 1 did not expect her to
be able to finish the match, but she
did, and she won it. Then she
surpassed herself by defeating Eva
Koczian by 21-19, 21-16, 21-16.
Koczian had already disposed of
Grinberg of Russia.

In the final Mary defeated Geiss-
ler in straight sets 23-21, 21-10,
22-20, and the fact that she trailed
4-13 and 11-18 in the first game
and 17-19 in the third shows how
hard she fought for this success.
Despite her illness it was clear that
she has improved her game tre-
mendously. She “killed” more
furiously and more frequently
than I have ever seen her do before,
and when forced away from the
table defended with great accuracy.

Judy lost to Geissler, who sub-
sequently defeated Simon and
Alexandru to reach the final. The
East German star was much too
steady for Judy, who needs more
experience and consistency to beat
really top-class defensive players.
Men’s Singles

Denis played brilliantly to re-
cord his first-ever win over Alser
in a nail-biting five setter by 15-21,
21-19, 16-21, 21-18, 22-20. Then,
in the quarter-final, Denis had his

chance to beat Kan Nun Hoa of
North Korea when he led 20-19 in
the third, only to serve off the
table ; and when he stood 18-18
in the fourth, only to lose that
game from deuce. The final score
was 15-21, 21-17, 20-22, 18-21.
Had Denis managed to beat the
North Korean he was certainly
playing well enough to win the
title.

The title in fact went to Ebby
Scholer, who did not concede a
single game and accounted for
North Korean players in his last
sixteen and semi-final.

Though ranked No. 2 in the
world, the North Koreans were
subdued. They only just scraped
home against Russia to win the
men’s team event, having trailed
2-4 at one stage, and of the indi-
vidual events won only the men’s
doubles.

Mike adopted perfect tactics, and
played superbly to beat Pak Kil Tu
of North Keorea 23-21, 19-21,
21-17, 21-13 in the second round
of the singles, but in the next round
the higher ranking North Korean,
Jung Ryang Woong, was too fast
and too good for him. Mike lost
4-21, 16-21, 12-21.

Alan lost in the second round to
Giurgiuca 17-21, 14-21, 14-21, put-
ting up a much better fight than
the score suggests. It was his first
encounter with the Rumanian No.
1, and I think he must have learnt
a great deal.

Doubles

At one time I seriously con-
sidered withdrawing Mary from
the Mixed Doubles, but despite her
illness she gallantly soldiered on
with Denis to score great success.
In the final our pair beat Grinberg
and Eglitis 19-21, 21-19, 21-15,
21-15 after the Russians had de-
feated the well established
Rumanian partnership of Alex-
andru and Giurgiuca.

Mary and Denis have partnered
each other in five major champion-
ships this season and appeared in
all five finals, winning the Hun-

Czechoslovakian Open

ANOTHER MIXED T

VE finals out of five and three

titles. This is the record of
Mary Wright and Denis Neale this
season in international mixed
doubles events.

Their latest success was featured
in the Bohemians CKD Praka Hall
where they overcame a very dis-
interested Giurgiuca (who a few
minutes before had won the men’s
singles title) and Mihalca of
Rumania 3-1.

The English pair were in greater
difficulties in earlier rounds where
they fought back from 0-2 against
another Rumanian pair, Negulescu
and Crisan, and also 1-2 down to
the formidable partnership of Hans
Alser of Sweden and Marta Luzova
of Czechoslovakia.

Surely the most outstanding per-
formance was that of Ilona Vostova
of Czechoslovakia in taking the
women’s singles title. Outstanding,
perhaps, to beat players of the
calibre of world ranked Hovestadt,
Grinberg, Wright and Luzova, but
consider that Ilona has yet to reach
the ripe old age of 14! Wonder-
ful as the victory was, it was still
sad to see the exuberant Marta
Luzova, pale, subdued and nervous
against her confident young com-
patriot.

RATHER UNLUCKY

Judy Heaps on her first trip
abroad was rather unlucky to come
up against such a good young
Czech player as Jana Kettnerova
in an early round.

In the men’s singles, Denis Neale,
for the fifth time in five tourna-
ments reached the quarter-finals,
where he found the violent chops
and loops for Dorin Giurgiuca too
much for him and never seemed
to settle down.

Giurgiuca went on to beat
world ranked No. 5 Stanislav
Gomoskov of Russia in a thrilling
3-2 victory and then had little diffi-
culty in beating Istvan Jonyer of
Hungary in the final. Jonyer, who

by Mary Wright

TLE FOR ENGLAND

was a junior last season, is certainly
a name to watch for the future after
considering his wins over Lemke
(East Germany), Negulescu, Stanek
(Czecho) and Beleznai (Hungary).

Alan Hydes lost a close five-
gamer in the first round, but
capitalised on this, by winning the
consolation event, beating among
others, Zlenko of Russia and
Cordas of Yugoslavia in the final.

Mike Johns had a convincing
win over Svab of Czechoslovakia,
but then found Negulescu a little
too strong for him.

WELCOME ADDITION

A welcome addition to the Eng-
lish party was Scotland’s Malcolm
Sugden who, taking advantage of
the non-appearance of seeded
Kollarovits, swept on to the quarters
and then only lost a remarkable set
to Beleznai 18 in the fifth after
being 0-2 down.

In the men’s doubles, it was good
to see one English pair and one
“half English ” pair in the quarter
finals. Alan Hydes and Mike
Johns went out at this stage to
Giurgiuca and  Neguescu 3-1
whilst the scratch partnership of
Denis Neale and Flaisinger of
Czechoslovakia only lost deuce in
the fifth to Beleznai and Jonyer,
the top Hungarian pairing.

On the whole, a creditable per-
formance by the English team,
bearing in mind that three of its
members were making their senior
debut abroad.

M.S. : D. GIURGIUCA (Rumania)
bt I. Jonyer (Hungary) 12, 15, -16, 21,

WS.: L. VOSOTOVA (Czecho-
slovakia) bt M. Luzova (Czecho-
slovakia) 14, -11, 19, 16.

M.D.: U. EGLITIS/S. GOMOS-
KOV (USS.R.) bt Giurguica/R.
Negulescu (Rumania) 18, 20, 11.

W.D.: J. KARLIKOVA (Czecho-
slovakia/LUZOVA bt G. Geissler/D.
Il-Iloves'tadt (East Germany) 16, -20, 11,

X.D.: D. NEALE/ M. WRIGHT
(England) bt Giurgiuca/E. ‘Mihalca
(Rumania) 16, -18, 10, 8.

garian, Rumanian and Czecho-
slovakian, and losing the Belgian
and Yugoslavian. They must now
surely be seeded at least No. 2,
behind Luzova and Miko, in the
European Champs.

In the men’s doubles Mike and
Alan combined brilliantly to beat
the No. 3 seeded North Koreans
Kim Chang Ho and Kun Nun Hoa
but Scholer and Freundorfer (West
Germany) eliminated them 3-2
through greater consistency.

Denis formed a scratch partner-
ship with Scholl (West Germany)
which went down to the Swedish
pair of Bengtsson and Andersson
by 20-22 in the fifth.

I thought that Mary and Judy
were all set to take the women’s
doubles. They were most con-
vincing in defeating Pauknerova
and Polackova (Czechoslovakia)
and Kim Pan Za and Cea Kang
Suk (North Korea), both at 3-0,
to reach the semi-final. Then they
crashed 2-3 to the little known
partnership of Crisan and M.
Carodi by 2-3, after leading 16-15
in the fifth.

IMPRESSED by the stan-

dard of English umpiring
in the World Championship
at Stockholm, the French
Association are keen to have
an English squad in action at
Lyons.

The squad would have
complete control of a table
throughout the European
Championship and also of
one final.

Hotel expenses would be
paid from April 16-25 mean-

ing that anyone could break
their journey at Paris and
have an extra weekend there.
_ Duly qualified umpires
interested in making the trip
to France are asked to con-

tact Gloucestershire’s Mrs.
Pat Archdale at 26, West
View Road, Keynsham
Bristol (telephone Keynsham
3379) who will afford them
further information as re-
ceived.

But do not make it that
Pat will need a bigger letter-
box or an extra telephone
line !

The Quadrangular

by Ron Crayden

END OF A SERIES

E ninth and final Quadrangular

Tournament was ably staged
at the Central Exhibition Hall, Bel-
fast on February 9-10. As might
be expected, the hospitality and un-
restrained enthusiasm of the host
country predominated throughout
and it was a fitting climax to the
end of a series. A series I must
add, that has acted as a competitive
spur to the home countries and left
us with so many memories.

Friday Evening

The tournament opened on Fri-
day evening with ENGLAND
played IRELAND and with SCOT-
LAND opposed to WALES.

Spurred cn by their fervent sup-
porters the Irish team played with
much zeal and gusto, so much so
that they actually won four out of
the seven men’s sets. It was there,
however, that the challenge came
to an abrupt halt, due in no short
measure to the skills of two slim
girls in blue, Maureen Heppell and
Jill Shirley. Playing in her first
international, Jill won her singles in
a competent manner, then part-
nered the experienced Maureen to
romp through her doubles debut.
Tan Harrison gave one of his top
flight performances and clinched it
for England in the final set.

On the other table Scotland over-
ran a Welsh side that seemed to be
lacking in confidence.

Saturday Sessions

Play began in the afternoon with
ENGLAND opposed to WALES
and the host country against
SCOTLAND.

The Welsh started out in great
style and Spencer snatched victory
from the rather out-of-touch Essex
youngster, Keith Lawrence, to put
his team one up. England’s No. 1
Junior, Trevor Taylor, who inci-
dentally acquitted himself very well
in these senior matches, then faced
his opposite number in the Welsh
team, Haydn Thomas. The oh!
so young looking Thomas raised
the hopes of his side by taking
what appeared to be a winning
lead in the third, only for Trevor
to raise his pace and come through
like a thoroughbred. After that,
all Welsh resistance crumbled and
ENGLAND cantered to a 9-1
victory.

In the other court SCOTLAND
and the green-shirted Irish had a
desperate battle which ended in an
honourable draw.

In the evening IRELAND
thrashed WALES 8-2 and gained
second place on a games average
basis. At the same time SCOT-
LAND received a thorough maul-
ing from the English team, only
Malcolm Sugden putting up a
spirited resistance. Special mention
must be made of SCOTLAND’S

key man whose play throughout |

the whole tournament was of the
highest order. The only set Mal-
colm lost during the week-end was
to Ian Harrison and that was one
of the finest matches of the whole

series—a classic by any standards.
Ian played magnificently and his
form compared favourably with his
peak, or should it have been “his
Peking ” year 1961.

ENGLAND 6, IRELAND 4

L. Harrison bt T. Caffrey 8, 13; bt
J. Langan 11, -21, 15,

T. Taylor bt C. Thompson 14, 19;
lost to Caffrey -16, -19.

K. Lawrence lost to Langan -8,
-18, lost to Thompson -17, -14,

M. Heppell bt. J. Geary 9, 10; J.
Shirley bt J. Fitzsimons 11, 20.

Hfgpell/Shir]ey bt Fitzsimons/Geary

Harrison/Taylor lost to Langan/
Caffrey -18, 11, -19.

ENGLAND 9, SCOTLAND 1

Harrison bt I. Barclay 9, 8, bt M,
Sugden -14, 17, 15,
; ’ll‘gylor bt Kean 15, 15; bt Barclay

Lawrence bt Kean 14, -22, 17 ; lost
to Sugden -14, -12.

Heppell bt L. Barrie 14, 16 ; Shirley
bt O. Hawkins 14, 15.

Hfgppell/Shirley bt Barrie/Hawkins

Harrison/Lawrence
Barclay 19, 16.

ENGLAND 9, WALES 1

Harrison bt R. Bishop 8, 11; bt
H. Thomas 2, 11.

Taylor bt Thomas 13, -11, 19; bt
J. Spencer 12, 11.

Lawrence bt Bishop 13, 9; lost to
Spencer -21, -18.

Heppell bt E. Gray 5, 9; Shirley
bt D. Attenborough 8, 12.

Heppell/Shirley bt Gray/Atten-
borough 8, 9.

Taylor/Lawrence bt Spencer/Bishcp
-17, 16, 16.

IRELAND 8, WALES 2

Langan bt Thomas 12, 12 ; bt Bis-
hop 11, 15.

Caffrey bt Thomas 16, 19; lost to
Spencer -17, 18, -18.

Thompson bt Spencer 7, -11, 14;
lost to Bishop -13, 11, -18.

Fitzsimons bt Gray 16, 17 ; Geary
bt Attenborough 12, 18.

Fitzsimons/Geary bt
borough 11, 10.
lst;l;gan/‘Caﬂrey bt Bishop/Spencer

IRELAND 5, SCOTLAND 5

Langan bt Barclay 13, 12; lost to
Sugden -16, -13.

Cafirey bt Kean 20, 9; lost to Sug-
den -18, -13.

Thompson bt Kean 12, -15, 10;
bt Barclay 13, 9.

Fitzsimons lost to Hawkins -14, 19,
-14 ; Geary lost to Barrie -17, -14.

bt  Sugden/

Gray/Atten-

Fitzsimons/Geary bt Barrie/Haw-
kins 17, 13.
Langan/Caffrey lost to Sugden/

Barclay -16, 15, -19.

SCOTLAND 7, WALES 3
Sugden bt Thomas -20, 19, 15; bt
Bishop 18, 15.
Barclay lost to Bishop -24, -22;
lost to Spencer -18, -19.
Kean bt Spencer -20, 10, 15; lost
to Thomas -12, -19.

Barrie bt Gray 9, 14; Hawkins ot
Attenborough 19, -20, 19.
Barrie/Hawkins bt

borough 16, 19.
Sugden/Barclay bt Spencer/Thomas

Gray/Atten-

16, 18

TABLE

P WD LF A Pts
England ...... 33 0 024 6 6
Ireland ...... 31 1 11713 3
Scotland ...... 311 11317 3
Wales ......... 300 3 624 0
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SPOTLIGHT ON

DEREK MUNT

IVE years ago a 12-years-old
schoolboy browsing away his
lunch-hour at Wheelers Lane
School, Birmingham saw other boys
having a knock-up at table tennis in
the gymnasium. To pass away the
time he decided to try his hand
and before long he was playing
every lunch-time. The boy—Derek
Munt—was fortunate in that a
teacher at the school was Harry
Levine, secretary of the highly-
successful  Birmingham  Schools
T.T.A.

The team were not having a
particularly good spell at the time
Derek started playing and three
months later Derek made his debut
in the Schools League. The team
finished in a moderate position in
the league and Derek broke even
with wins and losses.

Thus ended an unspectacular
start. But the following season,
1963-64, was to be one of the big
stepping stones so far in his table
tennis career. A hard summer’s
practice brought its reward when,
in a team captained by Steve Gar-
rington, Wheelers Lane won the
championship of the league.

FARTHER AFIELD

Derek had ventured farther
afield and joined Birmingham
Y.M.C.A. for whom he played in
the third division. This may have
seemed a high division for a 13-
years-old to start in, but Derek had
no qualms. Along with Paul Judd,
he steered Birmingham to the
championship of the division.
Derek, who had started off playing
an all-round game, had already
gone very much more defensive
and his regular practice with Paul,
one of the fastest of all juniors,
improved his defence even more.

Without doing anything spec-
tacular he had become an out-
standing prospect and few of these
slip through the Birmingham net.

It was clear now that constant
practice was needed if he was to
gear his game-up to County stan-
dard. So it was only natural that
1964-65 should see him playing for
Birmingham Y.M.C.A. in the first
division. He more than held his
own to finish in the top six of the
individual averages.

Although Derek was sometimes
advised to attack more, even if
only to break up his opponent’s
game, this he was reluctant to do,

COUNTY DEBUT

The following season saw Derek
making his debut for the War-
wickshire County Junior team and
like everything else he had at-
tempted in table tennis it was suc-
cessful. He chopped and floated
his way to a 100% record. This
was very much a season of con-
solidation for Derek and he was
ranked in the Warwickshire * Top
Ten > for the first time.

Whilst Derek was building up a
reputation for sportsmanship,
ability and tenacity in Warwick-
shire, he was hardly known outside
the borders of the Midland county
but 1966-67 was to change all that.

Having proved successful at the
Area trials he was nominated to
attend the National trials.

The No. 1 and 2 spots were €x-
pected to be filled by two juniors

Seuth Devon & Torbay
Closed

'HERE were 80 entries for the

South Devon and Torbay Closed
championships, held at Marldon, in
which men’s singles title holder, M.
Travis, went out in the semis to the
No. 3 seed and eventual winner Dave
Evans.

Mrs. Marianne Wilkey won the
women’s singles title for the fourth
successive year but her final victory
over Miss I. Forbes was narrow in
the deciding game.

Results :—

MS. : D. EVANS bt M. Angelo

W.S.: M. WILKEY bt 1. Forbes

M.D.: EVANS/A. PARKER bt D.
Peek/M. Travis

W.D.: FORBES/WILKEY bt G.
Dunn/N. Handford

X.D.: S. FORD/M. TILLBROOK
bt D. Jackson/B. Rowe.

B.S.: TILLBROOK bt L. Crump

V.S.: G. ASHWORTH bt K. Mat-
thews

BY PHILIP REID

who were on the ranking list the
previous season, Keith Lawrence
and Trevor Taylor, and thus far
things went according to plan, but
there was a new and unexpected
name in third place—D. Munt.

JUSTIFIED

His form at the trials, however,
thoroughly justified his high rank-
ing. Such a sudden rise could have
affected Derek’s game but the only
effect his ranking had was to make
him play better. He showed there
is still a future for the defensive
bat player if the talent and dedica-
tion is there.

He won five junior open tourna-
ments—the North of England, Hull
and East Riding, South Yorkshire,
Oxfordshire and Bucks. Within
weeks of being ranked, Derek was
capped, against Wales, and he cele-
brated by winning both his sets in
straight games.

A sterner test followed when he
was chosen to play against West
Germany. England won 5-3 and
Derek won both his sets most
impressively. Holland, too, felt
the weight of Derek’s chop when
he won two of his three sets against
the Dutch side.

Meanwhile, at County level, he
was helping Warwickshire to top
the Second Division (Midland)
where Derek won eight of his 12
sets. He was also a member of the
junior team which enabled War-
wickshire to become national cham-
pions for the first time and he was
in the Carter Cup team which won
that trophy.

SENIOR RANKS

The dinner-time schoolboy had
indeed come a long way from his
Wheelers Lane days. A splendid
season finished with Derek chosen
as a member of the England team
to play in the European Youth
Meeting.

He soon justified his inclusion
winning all his sets, in straight
games, against Austria and Den-
mark ‘but losing to the faster Hun-
garians.

The change to the senior ranks
this season has of course meant
falling out of the limelight as Derek
will obviously find senior titles—
and international badges—elusive
for some time yet. But I feel both
are within his grasp. Defenders as
a rule take longer to mature than
hitters.

1t could well be that we still have
to see Derek’s best. T feel that to
really touch the top he will need
to hit a little more, particularly
with the Expedite Rule. Having
watched him play on numerous
occasions, I feel a forehand Kkill
would be a tremendous asset

He is flighting the ball better this
year and his variations of chop are
presenting difficulties to many of
his opponents.

DEEP THINKER

Off the table Derek is quiet and
culling the facts from him was a
task in itself. As a sportsman he
is first class, and never hesitates to
give credit to his conquerors. As
a student of the game he thinks
deeper than most.

He would never have been able
to win so many games defending
otherwise. His loyalty to his club,
Birmingham Y.M.C.A., is also
worth mentioning. Since he first
played for them he has been a
regular member of the side and has
never shown the slightest inclination
to leave.

On the table his manners are

first rate. He is not interested in
tantrums, conversations or dis-
cussions with umpires. Defenders

are normally of placid tempera-
ment (Derek Schofield, Bryan Mer-
rett and Eberhard Scholer spring
readily to mind) and Derek falls in
the same category.

Harry Levine regards Derek as
one of his best-ever “finds”.
Were he to reach the standard
where he received his full England
badge it would be a triumph for

Wheelers Lane, Harry Levine,
Birmingham, ‘Warwickshire and
Derek Munt. I think it is an

achievement within his capabilities

NATIONAL TEAM COMPETI

AM secretaries excelled them-

selves this time! I was able
to post draw sheets for the senior
quarter-finals and the junior semi-
finals on the fourth day after the
end of the period.

Of the last eight in the Wilmott
Cup the Southern area show no
difference from last season and

TIONS

CARTER CUP

Birmingham, the holders, seem
firmly established. They have a
consistently successful side which
includes two ranked players.
Neither Hull, Bromley or South-
ampton have previously been repre-
sented at this stage. East London,
who have been so prominent since
the inception of this competition,

by Leslie Davis

Northumberland Still Outsiders

this competition. All their girls
play for the Kent County junior
team and represent Sittingbourne
in the Kent Junior and Ladies divi-
sions. They are each 14-years-of-
age and are truly representative of
the local Crescent Table Tennis
Club.

WILMOTT CUP

BATS

by LOUIS

ew!! New!! New!!

CHESTER BARNES

SHIRTS

SHORTS

HOFFMAN

Every Bat in a CHESTER BARNES Bat Cover
Choice of 12 colours for Shirts and Shorts

B A CK HOFFMAN FOR THE
BEST BATS IN BRITAIN

LOUIS HOFFMAN cowo LTD

180 BRICK LANE, LONDON, E.I.

only one difference from the year ; Quarter-finals
before. There is a different picture fell to Bromley by six sets to three. | Northumberland . v Hull
at the Northern end. This is the BROMFIELD TROPHY vvg?i"lffogd --------- v gifrgnhingham
first time for at least five years (a$| Slough and Birmingham have | Y tesden ... v Brighton
far as my records go) that Bolton reacheg the semi-final f%r the third | Gloveester ... v London CS.
and Manchester have not reached | {ime. Taunton have a very enthusi- Round 4 results
the quarter-finals. astic team but will have to be in ]Ijlglrlthumberld g ']l;gig)lréy
Bolton’s defeat at the hands of |top form to go any further. Oxford ......... Watford ..
Hull was a greater surprise than This leaves Sittingbourne whom | Birmingham ... 9 Norwich ......... 0
the victory of Nerthumberland |I believe to be the dark horses of | Wembley ... ... 1 Willesden ...... 8
over Burnley. This Northumber- Woolwich ...... I London CS. ... 8
land side could easily be the cocks 5‘10“511 """"" 0 Brighton ..... 9
of the North, but since the records, ; DATE FOR FINALS? Gloucester 8 Southampton . 0
over the last ten years at least, i JM. ROSE BOWL
prove that the South provide the It will be remembered that Quarter-finals
winners they are still outsiders. we had to alter the pre- Spalding ......... v Doncaster
I anticipate extremely keen con- ?é;a?ﬁgdlgitlzr()fc?;y e‘:It(l)(r) nz IS‘IOt{th Herts ...... v g;ﬂ?;ﬂgham
tests in the Southern area as there |\ W 5.1 Gue to its clapsh with Pgrt(s);odfli ......... v Eazt London
is very little difference in the play- the English Junior Open. R d 4 resul
%%e St\,rv‘fﬁrﬁ? gﬁ Z:EZ c(>;floth§estteams ‘We l%ave had an gﬁer to Doncaster o“n 9 Iff\rser;tyfjol ...... 0
o . ucester v. arrange these finals for Fri- Northumberl’d . 3 Spalding ...... 6
London Civil Service must, 1 feel, day evening, May 3, at Bedford ...... 4 North Herts ... 5
be the favourites. Folkestone ’and as  the %&rmlinghlim ... 7 Lowestoft ...... 2
oolwich ...... 0 Sutton ......... 9
ROSE BOWL {Fulhl(%rst(?mn 1;“11 be tllllelg At #t| London C."... 0 East London... 9
Of the remaining contenders thot S ne, was thougl h Slough ......... 3 Eastbourne ... 6
Sutton has reached the quarter-final ¢ a tskme ]dumotrs mayf “Sls Plymouth ...... 1 Portsmouth ... 8
more often over the last six years. 0 take advantage o 1
offer. CARTER CUP
They have a very good chance of Would th t £ Semi-finals
winning the Rose Bowl this season the r(lelrn 1n1ne sicre aruta:a 0 Birmingham ...... v Hull
providing they can continue to in- aining - junior ms Bromley ......... v Southampton
h lease give me their views at P
clude Mary Wright. P E Round 4 results
. . the earliest possible moment
Dencaster, finalists in the two as Mr. Charles Wyles wishes Hull s 6 Bolton ......... 3
previous seasons, must be wonder- to make the necessary arrange- Isigsttg..ondton g 1831r0m%1€)’ ------ 6
ing when their turn will come. ments. (There is no need to uthampton . ough ......... 4
Their team is a well bg‘lanqed one wait until the semi-final BROMFIELD TROPHY
and must be favourites in the matches have been played as Semi-finals
Northern half. time is getting short.) Slittingbourne . v Birmingham
North Herts are fortunate to be LESLIE DAVIS Stough —............ v Taunton
far in the competition. In the; Hon. Sec., N.T.C.C. Round 4 results
SO far 1n petition. In their Northumberl’d . 2 Birmingh 7
match against Bedford they won 31 Old Church Road N. Middlesex... 4 S;{ti,jggoﬂf,‘,e“' 5
5-4 only after six sets went to three || Clevedon, Somerset Barking ......... 1 Slough ........ .8
games. Taunton ...... 6 Newbury ...... 3
1 1 7 | L] 7 [ |

01-739-7391

—
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North Bournemouth

Restricted Open

ESTER Barnes, England’s con-
troversial star, made one of
his infrequent but welcome visits to
Hampshire on the occasion of the
popular North Bournemouth Open.

MS.: C. BARNES (Essex) bt D.
James (Devon) 14, 9.

W.S.: P. EDWARDS (Hants) bt C.
Davies (Hants) 13, 11.

M.D. : BARNES/T. SMITH( Hants)
bt J. Bender/B. Petch (Middx) 17, 21.

W.D.: DAVIES/EDWARDS bt E.
Britton/P. Peters (Herts) 17, 17.

X.D.: D. DAVIES (Hants)/
DAVIES (Middx) bt S. Tannahill/J.
Hudson (Hants) 12, 13.

J.S.: JAMES bt Tannahill 19, 10.

Wales. Russia,

ENGLISH JUNIOR OPEN—/—

GRATEFUL thanks are hereby extended to the many who

have offered trophies for the English Junior Open Cham-
pionships. Trophies have been accepted for presentation to
the winner of the following events: —

Boys’ Team Championship—The International Club

i Girls” Team Championship—Kent Table Tennis Association
Boys’ Doubles—A group from Yorkshire per Harry Flinton
Girls’ Doubles—Leo Thompson

Mixed Doubles—Laurie Landry

The championships, which will be staged in Folkestone on
May 4/5, are having wide appeal on the Continent.

Sweden are expected to send a team to add to the accept-
ances already made in respect of Belgium, Czechoslovakia,
France, Germany DTTB, Ireland, Netherlands, Scotland and
too, are showing extreme interest and are
seriously considering sending teams.

Entry forms are now available from the E.T.T.A. Office, or
from the Hon. Organiser, Chas. M. Wyles, 48 Eversfield Place,
St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex (Telephone Hastings 391).

—

Johnny Leach Reports on

. . . WEST GERMAN OPEN| M

Mary — Lone Flag Carrier

NCE again it was Mary Wright

who kept England’s flag flying
to the final stage. There, she dis-
appointingly failed to beat Marta
Luzova, the jet-paced Czech, for
the singles crown ; while in part-
nership with Karenza Smith, she
lost the doubles to Luzova and
Karlikova.

Having played brilliantly to reach
the singles final without conceding
a game, Mary found Luzova’s
speed of shot much too quick for
her. Although our No. 1 led 13-10
in the first game, and scrambled
home to win the third after trailing
11-14, 17-18 and 19-20, she never
really got to grips with affairs in
this deciding match.

In earlier rounds of the doubles,
Mary and Karenza looked all set
to take the title. In the final, how-
ever, after recovering from 14-17
down to win the first game 21-17,
they unaccountably staged a * go
slow ” and made lots of unforced
errors in the process.

Mary Wright and Denis Neale
put up a really tremendous fight in
the semi-final of the mixed before
going down by a narrow margin
in the fifth game to Miko and
Luzova, the reigning European
champions.

When falling in the second round
of the men’s singles to Beleznai of
Hungary, Denis Neale appeared to
beat himself. He fought hard, but
lacked concentration and got him-
self into the suicidal rut of trying
to attack faster and still faster.

In the women’s singles, Karenza
Smith was also eliminated in the
second round, but how well she
played before losing to Jurik of
Hungary! In fact she was leading
7-5 in the fifth, and giving every
indication of having conquered at
last the problem of coping with a
top-class defensive opponent, before
losing command.

Stuart Gibbs went out in the first
round of the men’s singles, beaten
in straight sets by E. Gomolla, the
‘West German he had defeated in a
team match earlier the same week.

In partnership, Stuart and Denis
were defeated by straight sets in the

third round of the men’s doubles
where the West German combina-
tion of Scholer and Gomolla were
just too strong for them. Similarly,
Stuart and Karenza fell in straight
sets to Giurgiuca and Alexandru in
the first round of the mixed.
Frankly, the English pair were
never in with a chance against this
experienced and well-established
Rumanian combination.

Top honours in the tournament
went to Marta Luzova who won
the triple crown. Korpa took the
men’s singles title by beating his
compatriot Vecko in a final which
lacked bite largely because it was
contested between players of the
same nationality.

The main surprise was the 3-2
defeat of Ebby Scholer, in the last
16 of the men’s singles. His con-
queror was E. Jonyer of Hungary,
who last season was still a junior.
However, Jonyer lost his next
round in straight sets to Vecko of
Yugoslavia.

M.S.: Korpa bt Vecko 19, 17,
18.

W.S.: Luzova bt Wright 16, 12,
-21, 15. _

X.D. : Luzova/Miko bt Koczian/
Jonyer 13, 10, 9.

W.D.: Luzova / Karlikova bt
Wright/Smith -17, 8, 16, 16.

M.D. : Miko/Stanek bt Scholer/
Gomolla -25, -16, 15, 9, 19.

. . WEST GERMAN TOUR

England Win 5 out of 6

Hamburg, February 20, 1968
ENGLAND v WEST GERMANY

Ladies

Karenza Smith bt J.
(Kruse) 14, 18.

Mary Wright bt E. Buchholz 14,
-21, 18.

Wright/Smith bt
hoz -11, 13, 15.

England won 3-0

A good win. Our girls were in
top fighting form.

Teller

Teller/Buch-

Men

Denis Neale bt Bernd Jansen 16,
-15, 12.

Stuart Gibbs lost to Ebby Scholer
-19, -10.

Neale/Gibbs lost to Scholer/
Jansen -17, 14, -18.

Denis Neale bt Ebby Scholer -12,
18, 17.

Stuart Gibbs
Jansen -18, -17.

England lost 2-3

Denis played brilliantly to vin
both his singles. His win over top
form Scholer on such difficult
slow conditions when England
were trailing 1-2 was exceptionally

lost to Bernd

ilalional Coaching Scheme

Addresses :
Director of Coaching:

Jack Carrington, 24 Worcester Gardens, Ilford. 01.-554 5838

Staff Coach (North):

Peter Simpson, 30 Vesper Gate Mount, Leeds 5. Leeds 57510

Date Venue Function Enquiries to
11 Stalybridge Teachers’ Course Cheshire Education
12 Stafford Staffs Coaches’ Meeting J. Carrington
Burton Road Y.C. .
12 Newcastle-on-Tyne Teachers’ and Coaches’  Education Office
The Dome .
14 Stockport Leaders’ Course Youth Committee
Hardman Primary
School .
15 Droitwich Teachers and Coaches County Education
16 Harlow East Schools J. Carrington
Sports Centre Play-Off .
16 Bradford N.E. School-Team P. Simpson
Play-Off . .
17 Stockton Regional Training P. Simpson
(All levels)
21 Coventry Teachers and Coaches City Education
Limbrick Wood
Primary School .
23 Crystal Palace S,Ei Sch&)oleeam J. Carrington
play-o .
24 Bromsgrove Y.C. Mass Rally J . Carrmgtop
30 Coventry Schools Rally City Education
30-31 Matlock Derbyshire Teachers J. Carrington
Lea Green . .
April -~ 6  Bradford Semi-Final School Teams P. Simpson
Sports Centre L .
6 Bracknell Semi-Final School Teams J Carrington
21-28 Torquay Holiday Training C.CP.R.
26 Park Crescent
* Wi
July 13-20 Lilleshall Holiday Training C.C.P.R.

26 Park Crescent
w1

good. The doubles cost us this
match.

Osnabruck, February 21, 1968
ENGLAND v NIEDERSACHEN

Ladies

Mary Wright bt Stohr -18, 10,
1.

Karenza Smith bt Scharmacher
16, -16, 21.

Wright/Smith bt Stohr/Schar-
macher 10, 14,

England won 3-0

Another good win by our girls.
Karenza was certainly extended by
Scharmacher, the talented West
German junior champion.

Men

Denis Neale lost to Micheiloff
-19, 21, -18.

Stuart Gibbs bt Jansen -13, 18,
20.

Denis Neale lost to Gomolla -15,
-10

Stuart Gibbs bt Micheiloff -17,
12, 14.

Denis Neale bt Jansen 11, 14.

Stuart Gibbs bt Gomolla 18,
-19, 12.
England won 4-2
This was certainly Stuart’s
match. He played brilliantly to

win all his three games.

Saarbrucken, February 22, 1968
ENGLAND v SAARLAND

Ladies
Mary Wright bt Lauer 14, 12.
Karenza Smith bt Welter 6, -19,
17.
Wright/Smith bt Lauer/Welter
8, 14.
England won 3-0

An easy win even though
Karenza was taken to three by
Welter. Mary played exceptionally
well.

Men

Stuart Gibbs bt Russy 19, -14,
20.

Denis Neale bt Paulus 11, -18,
21.

Gibbs/Neale bt Russy/Paulus
14, 18.

England won 3-0

WESTERN LEAGUE
P

W LF A Pts
Cheltenham ...... 5 4 13015 8
Bristol ............ 33020 7 6
Weston  ......... 4 2 22115 4
Exeter ............ 4 2 21719 4
Plymouth  ...... 4 2 21620 4
Bath ............... 31 21017 2
Bristol 11 .... 4 1 31422 2
Newport S 1 41629 2

SOXNALNP LN

BOYS
Paul Judd (Warwks)

Paul Harmer (Herts)

John Dabin (Kent)

GIRLS
1. Karenza Smith (Middx)
2.=Judith Heaps (Ches)
2.=Jill Shirley (Bucks)
4. Sandra Goldsmith (Surrey)
5. Jennifer Cornock (Warwks)
6. Linda Forkes (Yorks)
7. Susan Howard (Surrey)
8. Ruth Wilson (Kent)
9. Susan Lisle (Lancs)

Laurie Landry Writes

OST important changes in the
revised Junior Ranking Lists
were the rise of Susan Howard and
Linda Bashford in the Girls Section
and the improvement of Alan
Fletcher, Tony Boasman and John
Dabin amongst the Boys.

The Juniors are going to play
West Germany in two inter-
nationals from April 10-14 in Ger-

REVISED JUNIOR RANKINGS

Group “A”
Trevor Taylor (Herts) Peter Abell (Yorks)
Geoffrey Allen (Warwks) Neil Fulstow (Yorks)
Tony Clayton (Yorks) Michael Berry (Warwks) Robert Gibson (Middx)
Brian Mitchell (Lancs) James Coleman (Yorks)
Nicky Jarvis (Yorks)
Alan Fletcher (Yorks) David James (Devon)
Tony Boasman (Lancs) Robin Napper (Bucks)
Roger Clark (Warwks) John Phelps (Yorks)
Steve Smith (Essex)
Michael Wald (Bucks) Melvin ‘'Waldman (Middx) Raymond Tilling (Kent)

Group “B”
Stephen Bassett (Norfolk)

Simon Heaps (Ches)
Robert Hellaby (Essex)
Michael Jobson (Warwks)
Frank Kennedy (Essex)
Michael Read (Essex)
Peter Taylor (Herts)

10.=Linda Bashford (Yorks)
10.=Christine Mann (Middx)

Group “A”
Linda Chesson (Kent)
Sandra Lee (Yorks)
Diane Maxfield (Hunts)
Susan Pacitto (Bucks)
Barbara Peters (Herts)
Carol Randall (Derbys)
Moira Stevens (Kent)

many, so shortly three boys and
two girls will be picked.

From August 9-13 in Leningrad,
the European Junior Meeting will
be held and England will again
most probably be represented by
three boys and two girls.

Already the entries are coming
in from European Associations for
the English Junior Open to be
played at Folkestone on May 4-5.

WELSH CORNER

OME encouraging results in the
European League matches in
Jersey, fine play in the Welsh
Closed, and in the “ needle ” match
between Glamorgan and Mon-
mouthshire—all generated optimism
for Welsh success in the Quad-
rangulars in Belfast.

But it was not to be, and we
departed, carrying the wooden
spoon back whence it had come.

All through the season the selec-
tors had stuck to a policy of
encouraging the youngsters.

In the Welsh Closed, it seemed
at last that the youth policy was
vindicated, and this had followed
a heartening performance in the
European group in Jersey.

The maich between Glamorgan
and Monmouthshire which followed
the Welsh Closed semed to confirm
the selectors’ choice.

Came Belfast and disillusion-
ment. In the opening match against
Scotland John Spencer lost to Brian
Kean, Robert Bishop squared
matters with a win over Ian Bar-
clay. Then came a brilliant game
between Haydn Thomas and Mal-
colm Sugden. The latter lay back
a little and let Haydn play the most
dominating game T have ever seen
from him. He won the first, led
1917 in the second, but fell away
in the third. Had he won, and our
girls had been able to go on with

by Roy Evans

Once More Unto The Spoon

Wales in the lead, I believe this
could have been a different result.

Against England we started quite
well, John Spencer beating Law-
rence, and Haydn Thomas going
to 19-21 in the third against his
bogey man Trevor Taylor. But
after that it was a fast slide, ending
up in a dismay of seeing Haydn
Thomas losing 17-0 to Ian Har-
rison !

Our last match against Ireland
was still a “possible”. Spencer
lost to Thompson in the opening
match, and should have won, but
he more than made up for that by
a splendid win over Tommy
Caflrey. Robert Bishop beat
Thompson and that was the sum
total of our success.

WELSH CLOSED :

M.S.—semi-finals : THOMAS bt D.
Samuel 6, 9. BISHOP bt Evans 19, 7

Final : THOMAS bt Bishop 13, 17

W.S. — semi-finals: ELIZABETH
GRAY bt Betty Gray 19, 8.
PHILLIPS bt Attenborough 16, 16.

Final : GRAY bt Phillips 16, 14.

M.D.—final : SPENCER/SPENCER
bt Davies/Everson 15, 19,

W.D.—final: GRAY/JONES bt
Phillips/Pickering 13, 19.
X.D.—final: SPENCER/ELIZA-

BETH GRAY bt Bull/Pickering 10,

19.

JB.S.—final: THOMAS bt Gray
6, 9.

J.G.S—final : TANNER bt Morgan
-13, 8, 18.

TOURNAMENT DIARY

Date Title and Venue Extra Events Organising Secretary
Mar.
16-17 SCOTTISH OPEN
23-24 Buckinghamshire Open JBS, JGS L. Thompson,
“ Auchmead,”
The Avenue,
Sunnymeads,
%Vra?:sb Ili.u'y,1 i };ucks
30-31 Stevenage Open JBS. JGS . A. English,
Taylor Instruments, VS 64 Baldoci Road,
Stevenage Letchworth, Herts
Apr, 6-7 Cambridgeshire and Isle of IBS, JGS Mrs. M. A, Cornwell,
Ely Open 28 Harding Way,
Corn Exchange, Cambridge Cambridge, Cambs
7 Sussex Junior O U-17: Usual 5 M, D. Oldham,
Assembly Hall, Worthing events 25 Offington Gardens,
U-15: BS, GS Worthing, Sussex
BD, GD
U-13: BS & GS
13-14-15 North-East England Open JBS, JGS W. Mitton,
Wallis Holiday Camp, VS, YS 16 The Whins,
Cayton Bay, Scarborough Consolations Newby,
Scarborough, Yorks
17-24 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
Lyons, France
20-21 Senior Promotion Challenge Matches G 1
20 Gwent Open Mr. G, Motlow,
Standard Telephones & 29 Carisbrooke Road,
Cables, Newport, Newport, Mon.
Mon. (Phone 71964)
Closing da}e: 6.4.68
21 British Legion (Slough) U-17: Usual 5§  Mr. J. A. Pacitto,
Junior Open events 73 Bexley Street,
Slough College, U-15: as above Windsor
William Street, U-13: BS, GS
Slough, Bucks U-11: BS, GS
21 Bedford Restricted Open Mrs. E. W. Pacey,
Badminton Hall, 17 Brook Street,
Bradgate Road, Bedford, Beds.
Bedford
27-28 Junior Promotion Challenge Matches
May 4.5 ENGLISH JUNIOR OPEN C. M. Wyles,
Marine Pavilion, 48 Eversfield Place,
Folkestone St. Leonards-on-Sea,
Sussex
10-11 Crescent Junior Girls’ Open U-17 GS, GD F. G. Mannooch,
Bowaters Social Club, U-15 GS, GD 216 Park Road,
Sittingbourne, Kent U-13 GS, GD Sittingbourne, Kent
U-12 GS
U-10 GS

Tournament organisers are requested to send a supply of entry forms to . the

| E.T.T.A. office to meet the demand of enquiries.
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KENT NOTES

by Charles M. Wyles

Ommision Rectified

E inclusion of a Kent Junior

boy in the National Ranking
List has been long overdue. This
omission has ben put right with the
ranking of 15-year-old Bromley
star John Dabin. This early
acknowledgement of his talent, will
enable John to have every chance
of further national honours. It
must be the best part of five years
since Graham French achieved a
similar ranking and now Graham
is challenging for a regular place
in the County’s first team.

Our congratulations to John,
Ruth Wilson (on holding her rank-
ing), and to Moira Stevens and
Linda Chesson on their grading.
A triple crown for Mallory School,
Bromley in the recent Kent Schools
team championships. This will
enable them to defend ‘their
national schools’ title. The girls’
events were won by the Westlands
School, Sittingbourne, and the
Sheppey Tech. School.

The County has been pleased to
present a trophy for the girls’ team
event in connection with the Eng-
lish Junior Open championships to
be held in May. The trophy will
be known as the “ Invicta ” trophy.

Another Open has been and gone
the Hythe Restricted—leaving the
Canterbury stars, Stan Brocklebank
and Ruth Wilson the trophy
holders.

The Junior Closed again pro-
duced surprises leaving the selectors
a number of problems to solve.

Results :—

BS.: J. DABIN

G.S.: M. STEVENS

B.D.: R. TILLING/B. GRIM-
WADE

G.D. : R. WILSON/ M. STEVENS

X.D.: J. DABIN/P. BRENCHLEY

Under-15 B.S. : J. DABIN

G.S.: L. CHESSON

B.D.: J. DABIN/S. ENDERSBY

G.D.: L. CHESSON/P. BRENCH-
LEY

Under-13 B.S. : P. ENDERSBY

G.S.: A. BUTLER

B.D.: ENDERSBY/S. WILLIAMS

G.D. : A. CHESSON/J. HOLTAM

It is expected that the annual
dinner and dance will be one of the
best ever held. The venue at
Folkestone, over the week-end of
the Senior Closed championships,
seems a popular one accepted by
both players and officials. A num-
ber of well known guests have
accepted invitations to attend
including the civic head of the
borough.
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CHESHIRE NOTES

by Jim Beckley

Venue Trouble

AT the time of going to press the

venue for the last Premier
Division match against Sussex, a
fixture of great importance to
Cheshire, had not been decided.

SUSSEX NOTES

by John Woodford

‘Nightmare’

OST players have experienced
a “ nightmare ” situation where
they have held a winning lead in a
vital match only to lose—an experi-
ence which is seldom forgotten.
This happened to 16-year-old
Arthur Downer, Brighton’s most
promising junior, recently, in the
final of the Sussex junior inter-
league championship at Bexhill
A.A. Club when Brighton lost to
Crawley 5-4.
Downer went to the table for the
penultimate clash with Brighton

ISLE OF ELY NOTES

Cambridge

E leagues are now hotting up.

The Soham teams must at this
stage be just favourites in Division
1 and 2, but this is very marginal,
with Soham I dropping a point to
Wilburton and Soham TII losing to
Phones III.

CAMBRIDGE NOTES

by Leslie Constable

Disappointing EXit

CAMBRIDGE City’s exit from

the Wilmott Cup was most
disappointing, although the team
played well and gave all they had.
Blanch, for Norwich, was the
stumbling block and he won all his
sets, although not without trouble
from John Thurston, and Alan
Ponder who extended him.

Young Stephen Andrews for
Cambridge had a good chance to
clinch victory when he took the
first, game 7, off Tony Hipperson
but could not maintain the pres-
sure and lost the next two. Alto-
gether a good tussle and a match
which had thrills and spills.

Cambridge City’s farings, how-
ever, in the South-East Midlands
League have been very successful
and they have almost won the
Men’s section. It will be for the
first time and also the first time
they have “fielded ” a fully repre-
sentative team, apart from Alan
Ponder, who can only do duty in
the County matches as he is away
at college.

Recent victories over North
Herts (9-1), Northampton (7-3) and
Bedford (8-2) have carried them to
an almost invincible position.
The drawn game against Hunts.
Central was with a depleted team
and therefore a creditable perform-
ance.

The form of Thurston this season
has been terrific. I have scarcely
seen him play better even though
he is now in his mid-thirties. His

example has spurred other mem- I

bers of the side to greater efforts
and the rise in the play of Andrews
can be attributed partly by this
senior member of the team.

The County match with Suffolk
produced some fine play in which
honours were divided. The Youngs
twins proved a stumbling block to
Cambs who in other departments
had the best of exchanges including
a great victory in the men’s doubles
by Thurston and Andrews who sur-
vived terrific pressure. A dis-
appointment to take only one point
but a very fair result.

Carol Chapman’s set against
Dianne Youngs was very close with
the Suffolk girl just getting by and
the return of Valerie Gillam to
Cambs side was good to see
although the luck went against her.

Wisbech had a good win over
Peterborough in the South-East
Midlands League and must now be
gaining in confidence in this their
first season in the league.

New Chesterton Institute main-
tain their hold in the first division

of the Cambs League and it looks
as if they are going to be cham-
pions with the University Press in
close attendance. Thurston has
been a tower of strength with An-
drews and John Baird lending good
support. University Press are on
their heels but in a recent fixture
they were well beaten by New
Chesterton who have only to steer
a safe course to notch their second
championship in recent years.

Leading positions :—
CAMBRIDGE LEAGUE

P WD LF A Pts

1010 0 0 82 18 20

.11 9 0 279 3118

11 8 1 2684217

.11 6 3 2704015

In a recent friendly match Cambs
entertained the R.A.F. and were
heavily beaten although the County
fielded a weak side to give various
players experience such as John
Ashman and Brian Jones of the Ely
League who, however, did not have
a very good match.

There are a lot more juniors who
come for coaching at the Y. M.C.A.
on Saturday afternoons under the
care of John and Margaret Corn-
well.

by J. G. Ashman

City Held

Exciting for our players recently
was the local “derby” in the
S.EM.L. between Ely and District
and Cambridge City. This accord-
ing to a statement in the local press,
would be comparatively easy for
Cambridge.

The match resulted in a hard-
fought draw, Ely’s hero being
Eddie Sharp who accounted for
both Trevor Waller and John
Laker. Denny Sore also beat
Waller and the other singles win
for Ely came when Bryan Jones
defeated the county singles cham-
pion, John Thurston, in what was
the best set of the evening.

Ely registered their other success
in the men’s doubles when Sore and
Sharp won, but Johnny Ashman
finished with a blank sheet despite
giving a good account of himself
against Thurston. He also lost
18-21 to Steve Andrews in the de-
cider after some cruel umpiring.

Ely Juniors emerged victorious
6-4. Alan Jugg recorded three
wins and Steve Palmer two. They
also paired up to win the doubles
and both accounted for the County
Junior champion, David Tiplady.

We have a player performing in
our first division, Martin Pratt, who
is 67-years-young. Can anyone
beat this ?

leading 4-3. He won the first set
comfortably against Lawrence Bris-
tow and led 20-14 in the second,
giving Brighton five championship
points.  Incredibly, Bristow re-
covered to 20-all with the aid of
edge ball that the Brighton umpire
did not see. The umpire rose
from his seat thinking the match
was over but sportingly Downer
signalled the edge ball and the
match continued with the inevitable
result that Bristow clinched the
game and the third set to level the
match at 4-all. Lucky Crawley
then won the final game when
Julian Crook beat Robert Wilson.
So ended a thrilling final and a
desperately unlucky day for Downer
which he will try hard to forget!

Two possibilities in the Stockport
area have been cancelled out.

The Glossop and District Table
Tennis League are again holding
their Centenary Cup tournament.
The competition brings together the
champion individual players of
Stockport, Ashton, Hyde and
Glossop who play against each
other to determine the “ champion
of champions . Last season Stock-
port’s Derek Schofield and Brian
Kean reached the final.

Following their first win as
members of the Lancashire and
Cheshire T.T. League, the Stock-
port Y.O.C. team were brought
down to earth with a resounding
crash when they were recently
beaten by the youth of Blackburn
9-1. In the league, Reddish Co-op
“B”, champions last season of
Division 5, have already made sure
of winning Division 4 title.

It looks very much as if the
Stockport town teams are on their
way to a great double in the Lanca-
shire and Cheshire League, as
champions of the Men’s Division 1
and champions of the Ladies
Division. With not long to go
before the end of the season both
teams head their divisions, un-
beaten.

BEDFORDSHIRE NOTES

by P. A. Denton

Disappointing Finish

E County finished the season

in a disappointing way when
they lost 7-3 to Suffolk, but not
without a fight. Six of the seven
sets lost went to three, but Suffolk
always had something in reserve.

At 3-0 down the ladies, Jennifer
Racey and Anita James gave Beds
their first win when they beat the
previously unbeaten Youngs twins.
This match also went to three games
but the steady play of Miss Racey,
together with Miss James’s attack-
ing ability just gave them the edge.
The Beds pair are now unbeaten in
four matches, which is most
encouraging as in previous seasons
victories in the ladies’ events have
been few.

Brian Smedley found the opposi-
tion more difficult than Northants,
although he had a very good game
against Suffolk No. 1 Tucker, with
the scores level at 18-all in the
third, but Tucker took the next
three points for the set. Bedford’s

ESSEX NOTES

by Harry Walker

Reward for Determination

AIN items of news this month
concern the international
selection of Keith Lawrence to play
for England in the Quadrangular

STAFFORDSHIRE NOTES

by John Pike

Glenn Expected Back

F past results are anything to go
by Staffordshire can expect a
win over Warwickshire in the next
couple of years. It has taken a
long time, but slowly they are clos-
ing the gap over their neighbours,
and I think their 6-4 defeat at
Wolverhampton proved this.

The match itself rated with the
best, but it was a game Glenn War-
wick, the County No. 1, will not
forget in a hurry.

After his late arrival for this
match and an indifferent showing in
the men’s doubles, Glenn found
his name missing, when the team
to meet Derbyshire was announced.
Despite their fine 7-3 win against
Derby however, I expect to see him
back for the final game with Mon-
mouthshire.

All seems to be going well with
the coaching scheme the County
are running for the E.T.T.A. and
already, six lads from the Wood-
field Club in Wolverhampton, have
qualified for their gold awards. I
hope, however, these will be better
than the ones Jim Hayward pre-
sented at a recent County meeting.

All agreed, more thought is needed
at the top.

Umpires are not one of Stafford-
shire’s strong points, and so it was
heartening news when Cyril Plim-
mer of Wolverhampton was selected
to officiate at the international
match with Russia at Smethwick
this month. To complete a County
double, Malcolm Scott was the
official E.T.T.A. representative at
this match. While congratulating
Harrogate, and those other associa-
tions mentioned in the handbook
competition, Wolverhampton were
disappointed at not being in the run-
ning. They would very much like
to see some of these handbooks,
and if possible, I would like the
secretaries concerned, to send them
to me, at the “ Express & Star”,
Queen Street, Wolverhampton.

It is fairly certain now that the
County Closed tournament will be
held towards the end of April. It
is possible it will be played outside
of Staffordshire, but I understand
it is a first class venue, so I can no
objections coming to this.

Championships in Belfast, two fine
wins for the County in Premier
Division matches and the selection
of Stuart Gibbs to play for Eng-
land against West Germany in
three friendly international matches
and in the West German Open.

Keith’s selection, which followed
his fine performances in the Middle-
sex Open, and later in the English
Closed, was the reward of his
determination to make the senjor
grade by sheer concentration and
hard practice.

The wins against Middlesex and
Gloucestershire reinforce our
position at the top of the Premier
Division and the players are to be
congratulated and thanked for their
efforts on behalf of the County.

The West German tour for
Stuart is something that he has
been looking forward to for a long
time and I know that all his friends
will be hoping that he can recap-
ture the form that seems to be
eluding him at the moment. This
happens to all players at some time
or other and although I may not
be qualified to offer advice, I do
feel that he is playing too much,
mainly to please others, and more
relaxation and rest must help. So,
Stuart, think about yourself for a
change and bring us back some
good results from Germany and
you will make us all happy.

Congratulations to Muriel and

Harry Spraggs on the birth of a
son, Alan David, on January 30.

Brian Copperwheat was in form
against Buckle and he has now
scored three wins in four games for
the County this season. With the
top three players unavailable for
much of the time Copperwheat’s
improved play has been a consider-
able asset. Beds other victory came
from David White, who is still
struggling to find his old form,
when he beat Mann. White never
gives up, and earlier in the match
he gave Tucker a hard game to
fight back from one game, 16-9
down to take the second, only to
see the match slip away in the
third.

The County recently held a trial
for junior boys with a view to
having a junior County side next
season. The results were most
encouraging, with G. Taylor (Dun-
stable) coming out on top. The
County’s most promising player is
B. Hutchinson (Leighton Buzzard)
who is only 13. He came second
in the tournament, and a good per-
formance was given by G. Major
(Dunstable) who came third.

The County Closed Champion-
ships were held on February 17 and
in the junior boys’ event Hutchin-
son and Major have reached the
final to be played at Queens Works,
Bedford on February 27. It was a
bad day for the current County
players. None of them have
reached the finals in the singles
events, with young Alan Nicholl
the only seed still in the men’s
singles. He is the firm favourite to
win the title, and was never really
tested in reaching the last four.
The other semi-finalists are Jeff
Silver who had a narrow victory
over Smedley, Paul Racey, who
beat Copperwheat, and Bill Harlow.
Semi-finalists in the other events
are :—

Ladies’ doubles : Miss Seymour/
Miss Racey (Luton), Miss James/
Mrs. Hammond (Bedford).

Ladies’ singles: Miss Seymour
(Luton), Mrs. Hammond (Bedford).

Girls’ singles : Miss King, Miss
Dimmock.

Mixed doubles: Copperwheat
and Mrs. Hammond, Nicholl and
Miss Nicholl.

Men’s doubles: Nicholl/Silver,
‘White/Harlow.

CLOTH CLUB BADGES

@ Attractive Cloth Badges, made to your
own design, ib any quantity from 6 vpwards.
@ Suitable for Blazers, Sweaters, etc
@ LOW PRICES & QUICK DELIVERY
@ Tree belp offered in designing your badge
Please w-ite to:
3. A. CORY & COMPANY
35b, TOOTING BEC GARDENS
STREATHAM, S W 1§












